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counter-revolutions frequently alternated. The insurgents,
mostly troops of bandits, perpetrated the outrages referred
to in the above letter, partly to work against the existing
government and partly for the sake of plunder.
In the period before the World War Huerta and Carranza
were wrestling for power in Mexico. Both had entered
politics more or less as bandit leaders, both had armies of
mercenaries composed of men who had been promoted
from their former bands, and both were opponents of the
United States, whose intervention in the internal confusion
of Mexico was feared. Admiral von Hintze, the German
Envoy, had little sympathy with the bandit chiefs at the
head of affairs in Mexico, and sent rather depreciatory
reports to his Government regarding the political import-
ance of these men. As opposed to this, in the German
Embassy at Washington they were toying with the idea
that in the event of a World War, which already appeared
to be threatening in the spring of 1914, Mexico might be
a prospective ally for Germany : the object being to pin,
the United States to its own frontiers, and to prevent the
Government at Washington from taking part in a European
war against Germany.
From his first major activities as a military attache Papen
learnt two things : firstly, the use of explosives in other
countries after the Mexican pattern ; secondly, the game
of intrigue in higher politics. For a few months later he
endeavoured to put into practice in the United States the
experience he had gained from the Mexican outrages.
Since then such outrages have become one of the chief
weapons of the National Socialists and their confederates
in numerous countries in Europe.
Papen sent reports on Huerta to Washington which were
more favourable than those previously sent by Admiral von
Hintze. In Herr von Papen's luggage, which was seized
by the English at Falmouth on the 2nd January 1916,
the following letter, sent to him from Captain Boy-Ed, the
German Naval Attache in Washington, was discovered,
among other things :